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similar retention factor; hence, a lower total absorption would 
be expected with excretion methods in vivo . 
The volatility of deet is one aspect which should not be 
o verlooked. Although a vapor-phase repellent, deet vapor pres-
sure at 25°C is 2.54 x 10-:1 mm Hg and the boiling point is 
approximately 260°C at one atmosphere. A number of com-
pounds .applied to the skin have volatilities much greater than 
deet; therefore, evaporative loss mechanisms should be consid-
ered for substances like propylene glycol, mineral oil, benzyl 
alcohol, phenol, and homosalate. 
This first study documenting the evaporation rate of one 
-chemical from s kin presents techniques that produced similar 
results in vivo and in vitro. Considerable experience with other 
chemicals and different experimental variables will be necessary 
t-o ascertain whether this was a chance association or a general 
phenomena. We are presently examining other compounds to 
fur ther elucidate kinetics of loss by evaporation. 
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Announcement 
The D epartment of Dermatology, Baylor College of Medicine, announces that the 1978 winners of the 
Mr. and Mrs. J . N . T a ub International Memorial Award for Psoriasis Research are: 
Seymour H . White, M.D. , Victor D. Newcomer, M.D. , Max R. Mickey, Ph.D. , and Paul 1. T erasaki, 
Ph.D., Distmbance of HL-A Antigen Frequency in Psoriasis, N Engl J Med, 12, Oct 72, and Thomas J. 
Russell, M .D ., Lorain M. Schultes, Ph.D., and Donald J . Kuban, M.D., M .S., Histocompatibility (HL-A) 
Antigens Associated with Psoriasis, N Engl J Med, 12, Oct 72. 
The findings by these investigators have been confirmed by others and are considered to be basic to 
our understanding of the genetics of psoriasis. The recipients are chosen by an anonymous 7-member 
committee. 
